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Design Firms Settle
With Airport Worker
For Boom Collapse
Emerson v. Glazer
Enterprises

2.4 Million Settlement

Date of Seitlement:

June 20, X006.

Courk and Case No.:

C.P. Philadelphia, 051002984,
judge:

Jacqueline F. Allen.

Type of Action:

Praduct liabifity and negligence,
njuries:

Spinal and hand fractures.
Plaintiffs Attorney:
Richard Jurewicz,
Philadelphia.
Plaintiff’s Experts: )
Freel Smith, mechanical engineer and
product designes, Alpine; Ulals Davi
Pope, Ph.D., metaliurgist, Philadelphia;
Dr. Ronald Greene, orthopedlﬁt,

Caliand Berger,

mariagement experl, !
Robert Wolf, Rh.D., economist, Cherr:
HI, N

Jane Norll‘l,_
Valentini, Ph:ladp[phra,_JohnCampJJell
Yost & Tretta, Philadefphia; Bruce
Mcl(lssnrl(, Marshall Dennehey Warner
Coleman & Goggin, Philadelphia; Meil
Clain, Powell Trachiman, King of
Prussia, Pa.; james Lare, Marshall
Dennehey Warner Coleman & Gagpin,
Philadelphia; Andrew Fuga, Powell
Trachtman, King of Prussia, Pa,; George
Reynalds, Powell Trachtman, King of
Prussia, Pa.

Defense Experts:
John Duponl, Ph.D.,
Bethlehem, Pa;
mechanical
Bethlehem, Pa.
Comment:

A US Airways ginpiovee (eil 30 et 10
the graund and suliered several sminal

welding experl,
Herman MNied, PL.D.,
slructures expert,

; ~.menpt”
Philadelphia; Dr. Scotl.Rosenthal, patn

Abington, Pai;

Deasey. Mahoney and L]

Iractures when the support struciure
ior the deicing equipment lie was using
Lroke due 1o structaral defects.
Following the accident, the plain-
Liff, Robert Emerson, of Plant City, Fla.,
filed suit against four companies that
he alleged failed to properly design,
build and test the booms used to sup-
port the deicing machine.”The defen-
dants setfied with Emerson fm $2.4
milion on june 20, 2008, .
. uAccarding 10 _Emei‘.snn'
’Rlchard Jurpwu_z, ‘of Galfand Berger in
Phitadeiphia, Emérsan commuted each
week between his home in Florida and
Philadelphia to deice planes depart-
ing from Philadeiphia International
Airport. Emerson controlled the deic-
ing spray. from the inside of an en-
closed cab, which was supported by a
Crane«llke meia# boam, 3
: 005, Emerson had just
fmlshed delicii g partol a plane when
the BottomisectiohFof therboom split
open, causing the olher sections of the
hoom and the cab — with Emersan still -

nsice — to- fall They fell through the

‘wing of the ai ane and Lhen hit the
ground. -
"According -t thL phlntlff’s settle:
conference.- rnernnrandum,

-[mersan suffered several fractures in

leged were ali. responsible for lhe de-
jcers struciural deficiencids. — Clobal
Ground Support, a Kansasi_})jf,ed man-
ufacturing company; Elliot Egquipment
Company, a tebraska-based manu-
facturing company; Fluidics Inc., a
mechanical  construction firm in
Philadelphia; and Baker and Associales
Inc., an Ohio-based engineering (irm.

The Court of Common Ileas dockel
indicates that defendant -Eliol- was
misnamed “Glazer Enterprises” in the
initial lawsuil.

The City of Philadelphia was origi-
nally named .as a defendant, but was
dismissed afler proving thaf, as the
lessor of the deicing spaces, il was nal
respansibie for the accidenl.

The memorandum states that in July

-blds for the-construction of lwelve dé
icing machines for the airpait, The Bity —
awarded the contract to Fluidics, even

2000, the-Cily of Ph deelphla solicite

though they lacked the requisite five
years of experience in the design and
construciion of deicing boom systems.

Since Fluidics allegedly had [1;
tle axperience with del
tered inlo, a, p'H’tI'IE.I‘_ hi

-~-‘_‘Gr0und Support which wauld iake on
’ the baom manuhrturlng However,

Global” Grotund Support also ‘had lit-
tle experience designing and. building
the booms, se lhey subcontmcted the
work to - Elliot Lqmpment Compm
Baker and Assonates was responmblc

construction. .
The memurandu

sed 5ub5tandard

teiials to construct:

_cs, salrJ

r(.prcsent_c@d=_ dp i
Initiated

the negotiafigns W
and led by Phil
Common Pieas Judge
Allen, Camphell decli
the case further,

An atterney for

Support, Bruce Mt.Kl..:.ock of Mdf’ahd”"'

DennLhEy Warner Coleman & angln
in Philadelphia, said that before May
7, hoth .parties had aiready “been
thraugh a prior settlement conlerence
thai did not gel anywhere,”

McKissoclk added, *The decision to
resolve il by compromise ralther thap

fuce the various resulls from e jury,
was deemed the hes! W"Ly__‘co [,Lt |[A

raselved!”

sgttlement

fendants’ Baid Emerson,
other lawsuits related to the mudent

,pr_m rlys -made hooms

:memomndu
; Dcnnuhey Warner Coleman & Goggin

-'chlde i} cnmmen .

randum it aled thal [merson was cle-
mandlng §5.15, millions This amount
included his claims of $128,858 in
medical expenses, $36,383 in wages
lost, $616,990 In future medical ex-
penses, and between $_:24 854 and

pam and suffermg, Jusewicz sajd.’
The memorandum also neted that
Emerson had refecied the defendants’

previcus combined settlement offer of

$1..25 million,

- burewicz sajd that the $2.4 million
€ y was: pever -broken down
pecific’ damag WA court
nied Jurewicz; from dig
ing hc:w ‘much éach of the de:
since several

are pending.
vid Zeehandelaar, of: Blank Rotiver

in Philadelphia, said US ‘Airways and
the city of Philadeiphia are both suing

he' same four defendants named by

“Emersen. LS Alrways is saeking reim-
‘bursement for the damaged plane and

the city for the damaged boom. Global
Ground Support also flled suil against
aIIegmg

apr origina Ify repreﬁenled

wsuu against the
lh 5 case }

) Mahoney ancl
Valentini in Pnlat!elphm declined
to comment, except to say ihal the
dgsfencl'mts dld not file any pretrial
James Lare, ol Marshall
who

~Philadelphia, represented

'.Glnbal Ground Support, also decliped
o cmnment

‘Nejl’. Clain ind Gearge Reynolds,
bioth of Powell Trach(naf Logan Carrfe
& Lomlnrdo in King: pf,_Prus..la, Pa.,
wlo represenle Baker atjd Associates,
did not return'requests for cemment.
Andrew Figa, also of P I Trachtman,
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